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The Bogan Shiraz
2008

Reid’s Comments on the 08 Vintage:

Small yields, eventuated in an earlier than normal harvest. The early part of February
was punctuated with a mini heat wave that encouraged us to pick earlier than
normal, when that heat subsided many others cancelled their picking dates. As we
had already seen our earlier ferments and were pleased, we forged on. This was
indeed a grand decision as three weeks later the mother of all heat waves set in and an
unprecedented 16 days of 40 degree plus weather pushed the region well beyond it
means and limits. We had most of our fruit off and an empty winery when it struck
and one last fill saw us complete an early and successful harvest. Good luck or good
management? I'll take both, and the vineyard guys can take a pat on the back for
preparing themselves for a situation that may indeed become normal season.

Our ‘Bogan Block’ is in the Marananga sub region of the Barossa, planted in 1899, we
are the grateful custodians of these vines that have seen many things including the
Federation of a Nation, two world wars and several generations of blood sweat and
tears. This amazing fruit is combined with our 1965 Old Vine blocks that are from
the same clonal material as our Old Bastard vineyard.

Winemaking: Hand harvested grapes were fermented at 28-30 degrees centigrade in
stainless steel and transferred to oak. Matured in 35% new Allier oak, 35% new
Vosge oak with a medium to heavy toast, and the balance 2 and 3 year old American
oak for 15 months. The wine was bottled without fining or filtration.

Colour: Dense, deep garnet and dark purple colour with vibrant edge

Nose: Blueberry, blackberry, coffee, dark chocolate and spicy oak. There is a feint
edge of wild herbs, such as tarragon and oregano

Palate: Fantastic black fruit drive and power, whilst showing restraint and structure.
Great acidity, flavours of mocha and supple, silky smooth tannins, with great focus
and length.

A classic Barossa Shiraz that will drink well over the next 10-15 years.

Alc15.5%
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